
The Stretcher Bearer of Empire: Uncovering
the Hidden History of South Asia in World War
I
In the annals of World War I, the stories of the millions of soldiers who
fought and died on the front lines have been widely documented. However,
one group whose contribution has often been overlooked is the South
Asian stretcher bearers.

Numbering over a million, these men were recruited from across the Indian
subcontinent to serve the British Empire in its global conflict. They played a
crucial role in transporting the wounded from the battlefields, often under
heavy fire and perilous conditions.
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Yet, despite their invaluable service, the stretcher bearers' experiences
have remained largely hidden from history. The book "Stretcher Bearer of
Empire: South Asia in Motion" seeks to shed light on this forgotten chapter,
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revealing the sacrifices, resilience, and profound impact these men had on
the course of the war and the shaping of South Asia's future.
Recruitment and Training

The recruitment of stretcher bearers began in earnest in 1914, as the
British Empire sought to mobilize its vast manpower resources to support
its war effort. Men from all walks of life, from farmers and laborers to
students and professionals, were enlisted into the Indian Medical Service.

After a brief period of basic training, the stretcher bearers were dispatched
to various war zones, including France, Mesopotamia, and East Africa.
They worked alongside British and other Allied troops, evacuating the
wounded from the battlefields and providing essential medical care.

Conditions on the Front Lines

The conditions on the front lines were often horrific. The stretcher bearers
faced constant danger from enemy fire, artillery bombardments, and gas
attacks. They had to navigate treacherous terrain, often carrying multiple
wounded men simultaneously.

Despite the risks, the stretcher bearers carried out their duties with courage
and dedication, often risking their own lives to save others. Their
unwavering compassion and commitment in the face of adversity earned
them the respect of both their comrades and the wounded they tended to.

Impact and Legacy

The stretcher bearers' contribution to the war effort was significant. They
played a vital role in reducing the mortality rate among wounded soldiers
and ensuring that those who survived received proper medical care.



Beyond their immediate role in the war, the stretcher bearers' experiences
had a lasting impact on South Asia. Their exposure to the wider world
helped to break down traditional social barriers and foster a sense of pan-
Indian identity.

Moreover, the sacrifices made by the stretcher bearers contributed to the
growing movement for Indian independence. Their service and valor
became a source of pride and inspiration for the Indian people, who
realized the potential of their own strength and resilience.

"Stretcher Bearer of Empire: South Asia in Motion" is a compelling and
thought-provoking work that sheds light on a forgotten chapter of history.
Through a meticulous examination of archival documents, personal
accounts, and contemporary research, the book reveals the untold story of
the South Asian stretcher bearers and their extraordinary contribution to
World War I.

By uncovering their sacrifices, resilience, and impact on both the war and
the course of South Asia's history, the book not only fills a gap in our
knowledge but also challenges traditional narratives of the war. It is a must-
read for anyone interested in World War I, colonialism, or the complex and
intertwined histories of South Asia and the British Empire.
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South Asian stretcher bearers undergoing training in India
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