
Prayer For Owen Meany: A Literary
Masterpiece Explores Themes of Faith, Love,
and Loss
John Irving's Prayer For Owen Meany is a literary masterpiece that has
captivated readers worldwide since its publication in 1989. This Pulitzer
Prize-winning novel is a complex and profound exploration of faith, love,
and loss, told through the eyes of two childhood friends, Owen Meany and
John Wheelwright.
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Themes

Faith: Owen Meany is a devout believer in God, and his faith shapes his
entire life. He believes that he has been chosen by God for a special
purpose, and he is willing to sacrifice everything for his beliefs. John
Wheelwright, on the other hand, is a skeptic. He does not believe in God,
and he is often critical of Owen's faith.
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Love: Owen and John have a close and loving friendship, but it is tested by
their differing beliefs. John loves Owen, but he does not always understand
him. Owen loves John, but he is sometimes frustrated by his skepticism.

Loss: Owen Meany dies at the end of the novel, and his death has a
profound impact on John. John is left to grapple with his own grief and to
make sense of Owen's life and death.

Characters

Owen Meany: Owen is a small and sickly boy, but he has a big heart and a
strong spirit. He is a devout believer in God, and he believes that he has
been chosen for a special purpose. Owen is a complex and enigmatic
character, and his death at the end of the novel is both tragic and
heartbreaking.

John Wheelwright: John is Owen's best friend. He is a smart and curious
boy, but he is also a skeptic. John does not believe in God, and he is often
critical of Owen's faith. John is a loyal and compassionate friend, and he is
deeply affected by Owen's death.

Impact

Prayer For Owen Meany has had a profound impact on readers worldwide.
The novel's exploration of faith, love, and loss has resonated with people of
all ages and backgrounds. The novel has also been praised for its beautiful
writing, its complex characters, and its unforgettable story.

Prayer For Owen Meany is a must-read for anyone who loves great
literature. It is a novel that will stay with you long after you finish reading it,



and it is a novel that will continue to be discussed and debated for years to
come.

Further Reading

Prayer For Owen Meany on Goodreads

Review of Prayer For Owen Meany in The New York Times

Review of Prayer For Owen Meany on NPR
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