
Life Among the Savages: A Hilarious and
Heartfelt Memoir of Family Life

An Unforgettable Portrait of Suburban American Family Life

Shirley Jackson's classic memoir, Life Among the Savages, is a witty and
poignant exploration of family life in suburban America. First published in
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1953, the book has become a beloved classic, praised for its humor,
honesty, and insightful observations on the complexities of family
dynamics.
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Jackson's writing is both laugh-out-loud funny and deeply moving. She
captures the chaos and absurdity of everyday family life with a keen eye for
detail and a wicked sense of humor. But beneath the laughter, there is also
a profound understanding of the challenges and rewards of raising a family.

A Family of Characters

Jackson's family is a unique and unforgettable cast of characters. There's
her husband, Stanley Edgar Hyman, an eccentric literary critic with a
penchant for misplacing his dentures. Their four children, Laurie, Sally,
Barry, and Sarah, range in age from 10 to 16, and each has their own
distinct personality and quirks.

Jackson paints a vivid portrait of her children's antics, from their hilarious
misadventures to their heartfelt moments of vulnerability. She captures the
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joys and frustrations of parenting with equal measure, and her writing is
sure to resonate with anyone who has ever raised a family.

A Suburban Pastoral

The Jacksons live in a small town in Vermont, and Jackson's descriptions
of suburban life are both idyllic and wry. She revels in the beauty of her
surroundings, but she also skewers the pretensions and superficiality of
suburban society.

Jackson's writing is full of sharp observations about the changing American
landscape in the 1950s. She captures the tensions between traditional
values and modern sensibilities, and her insights into the human condition
are timeless.

A Timeless Classic

Life Among the Savages is a timeless classic that continues to delight and
inspire readers today. It is a funny, heartwarming, and deeply insightful
memoir that offers a unique perspective on the joys and challenges of
family life.

If you're looking for a book that will make you laugh, cry, and see your own
family in a new light, then I highly recommend Shirley Jackson's Life
Among the Savages. It's a book that you'll treasure for years to come.

About the Author

Shirley Jackson (1916-1965) was an American author known for her
novels, short stories, and memoirs. She is best known for her classic horror
novel, The Haunting of Hill House (1959). Jackson's writing is



characterized by its wit, darkness, and psychological depth. She is
considered one of the most important American writers of the 20th century.
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