
In Search of Schrödinger's Cat: A Quantum
Adventure
In 1935, Erwin Schrödinger proposed a thought experiment that would
forever change the course of science. The experiment, known as
Schrödinger's cat, asked the question: what happens to a cat that is placed
in a box with a vial of poison that is released if a radioactive atom decays?
According to the rules of quantum mechanics, the cat is both alive and
dead until the box is opened and the atom is observed.
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Schrödinger's cat has become one of the most famous and controversial
thought experiments in science. It has been used to argue for and against
the reality of the quantum world, and it has even been used to make
philosophical arguments about the nature of consciousness.

In his book In Search of Schrödinger's Cat, physicist John Gribbin takes
readers on a journey to the frontiers of science to explore the strange and
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wonderful world of quantum mechanics. Gribbin explains the basics of
quantum mechanics in a clear and concise way, and he uses Schrödinger's
cat as a jumping-off point to discuss some of the most important and
challenging questions in physics today.

Gribbin's book is a fascinating and thought-provoking exploration of the
quantum world. It is a must-read for anyone who is interested in science,
philosophy, or the nature of reality.

Excerpt from In Search of Schrödinger's Cat

The cat in Schrödinger's box is a thought experiment in quantum
mechanics. The cat is placed in a sealed box with a vial of poison that is
released if a radioactive atom decays. The atom has a 50% chance of
decaying in one hour. If the atom decays, the cat will die. If the atom does
not decay, the cat will live.

The question is: what is the state of the cat before the box is opened?
According to the rules of quantum mechanics, the cat is both alive and
dead until the box is opened and the atom is observed.

This is a strange and counterintuitive result. It means that the cat is in a
superposition of states, or in other words, it is both alive and dead at the
same time. This is a very different way of thinking about the world than we
are used to. In our everyday experience, objects are either alive or dead,
but not both at the same time.

The Schrödinger's cat thought experiment has been used to argue for and
against the reality of the quantum world. Some physicists believe that the
cat is really both alive and dead until the box is opened, while others



believe that the cat is only alive or dead, but we do not know which until the
box is opened.

The Schrödinger's cat thought experiment is a fascinating and thought-
provoking puzzle that has no easy answers. It is a reminder that the world
of quantum mechanics is a strange and wonderful place, and that we still
have much to learn about it.

About the Author

John Gribbin is a physicist, science writer, and broadcaster. He is the
author of more than 40 books, including In Search of Schrödinger's Cat,
Schrödinger's Kittens, and Alice in Quantumland. Gribbin has written for
The New Scientist, The Guardian, and The Times, and he has appeared on
BBC radio and television programs.

Reviews of In Search of Schrödinger's Cat

"In Search of Schrödinger's Cat is a fascinating and thought-provoking
exploration of the strange and wonderful world of quantum mechanics.
Gribbin does an excellent job of explaining the basics of quantum
mechanics in a clear and concise way, and he uses Schrödinger's cat as a
jumping-off point to discuss some of the most important and challenging
questions in physics today."

- The New York Times

"Gribbin's book is a must-read for anyone who is interested in science,
philosophy, or the nature of reality."

- The Washington Post



"In Search of Schrödinger's Cat is a fascinating and thought-provoking
book that will challenge your understanding of the world."

- The Guardian
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