
Cold War Theatre: Routledge Revivals

The Cold War was a period of intense political and ideological conflict
between the Soviet Union and the United States. It was a time of great
tension and mistrust, and the performing arts were no exception. Theatre
became a battleground for ideological struggles, as artists from both sides
of the Iron Curtain used their work to promote their own political agendas.
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This book examines the complex interplay between art, politics, and
diplomacy during the Cold War. It explores how theatre was used as a tool
of propaganda and espionage, and how artists from both sides of the
conflict used their work to challenge the status quo.
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Chapter 1: Theatre as Propaganda

During the Cold War, theatre was often used as a tool of propaganda.
Governments on both sides of the Iron Curtain used theatre to promote
their own political agendas and to demonize their opponents.

In the Soviet Union, theatre was tightly controlled by the state. All plays had
to be approved by the government, and any plays that were deemed to be
too critical of the regime were banned. Soviet theatre was used to promote
the ideals of communism and to glorify the Soviet Union.

In the United States, theatre was also used as a tool of propaganda, but in
a more subtle way. The US government did not directly control theatre, but
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it did provide funding for plays and productions that were considered to be
pro-American.

Chapter 2: Theatre as Espionage

Theatre was also used as a tool of espionage during the Cold War. Actors
and other theatre professionals were often used to gather intelligence on
the other side. They would attend plays and other performances, and they
would report back on what they saw and heard.

In the Soviet Union, actors were often recruited by the KGB to spy on
foreign visitors. KGB agents would pose as actors and they would attend
plays and other performances to gather information on foreign diplomats,
journalists, and other important figures.

In the United States, actors were also used to spy on the Soviet Union. The
CIA would recruit actors to travel to the Soviet Union and attend plays and
other performances. These actors would report back on what they saw and
heard, and they would also provide the CIA with information on Soviet
actors and other theatre professionals.

Chapter 3: Theatre as Resistance

Despite the fact that theatre was often used as a tool of propaganda and
espionage, it was also used as a form of resistance during the Cold War.
Artists from both sides of the Iron Curtain used their work to challenge the
status quo and to speak out against injustice.

In the Soviet Union, there were a number of theatre companies that
produced plays that were critical of the regime. These plays were often
performed in small, underground venues, and they were often attended by



dissidents and other people who were unhappy with the Soviet
government.

In the United States, there were also a number of theatre companies that
produced plays that were critical of the Vietnam War and other US policies.
These plays were often performed in college campuses and other public
venues, and they helped to raise awareness of the issues that were being
protested.

Chapter 4: The Legacy of Cold War Theatre

The legacy of Cold War theatre is complex and multifaceted. On the one
hand, theatre was used as a tool of propaganda and espionage. On the
other hand, theatre was also used as a form of resistance and a way to
challenge the status quo.

The plays that were produced during the Cold War continue to be
performed today, and they continue to have an impact on audiences
around the world. These plays remind us of the importance of artistic
expression and of the power of theatre to challenge injustice.

Cold War theatre was a complex and fascinating phenomenon. It was a
time when theatre was used as a weapon of war, but it was also a time
when theatre was used to promote peace and understanding.

The plays that were produced during the Cold War continue to be
performed today, and they continue to have an impact on audiences
around the world. These plays remind us of the importance of artistic
expression and of the power of theatre to change the world.
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