
Aloft: A Meditation on Pigeons and Pigeon
Flying
In Aloft, acclaimed writer and naturalist John Lewis-Stempel takes us on a
journey into the world of pigeons. These birds, often overlooked and even
reviled, are revealed to be creatures of astonishing beauty, intelligence,
and mystery.
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Lewis-Stempel begins by exploring the pigeon's physical attributes. He
marvels at their iridescent feathers, their delicate beaks, and their powerful
wings. He describes their remarkable ability to navigate the skies, and their
uncanny sense of direction.

But Aloft is more than just a natural history of pigeons. Lewis-Stempel also
delves into the cultural and historical significance of these birds. He traces
their origins back to the cliffs of the Mediterranean, and follows their
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journey to every corner of the globe. He explores the role that pigeons have
played in warfare, communication, and even art.

One of the most fascinating chapters in Aloft is devoted to the sport of
pigeon flying. Lewis-Stempel describes the thrill of watching a flock of
pigeons take to the sky, and the skill and dedication required to train these
birds to fly long distances.

But Aloft is not just a celebration of pigeons. Lewis-Stempel also writes
about the threats that these birds face, from habitat loss to pollution. He
calls for a greater appreciation of pigeons, and for their protection.

Aloft is a lyrical and philosophical exploration of the pigeon, a bird that has
captivated humans for centuries. It is a book that will change the way you
think about these remarkable creatures.

Reviews

"Aloft is a beautifully written and thought-provoking book. Lewis-Stempel
has a deep love and respect for pigeons, and his passion for these birds
shines through on every page. This book is a must-read for anyone who
loves nature, animals, or simply beautiful writing."

- David Attenborough

"Aloft is a fascinating and informative book about a bird that is often
overlooked. Lewis-Stempel's writing is engaging and accessible, and he
has a knack for making the complex world of pigeons relatable to even the
most casual reader. This book is highly recommended."

- The New York Times Book Review



"Aloft is a lyrical and philosophical meditation on the pigeon, a bird that has
captured the human imagination for centuries. Lewis-Stempel's writing is
both beautiful and insightful, and he offers a unique perspective on these
remarkable creatures. This book is a must-read for anyone interested in
nature, animals, or the human condition."

- The Guardian

Free Download Your Copy Today!

Aloft is available now from all major bookstores. Free Download your copy
today and experience the beauty and wonder of pigeons like never before.
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