
Abused City: A Damning Indictment of Urban
Squalor and Corporate Greed

In the annals of urban history, few books have captured the plight of a city
in such harrowing detail as "Abused City." Originally published in 1964 as a
series of lectures at Yale University, this seminal work by eminent urban
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planner Lewis Mumford exposes the insidious forces that have ravaged
cities across America and beyond. Through piercing observations and
incisive analysis, Mumford paints a damning portrait of urban decay, tracing
its roots to rampant industrialization, unchecked corporate power, and a
profound disregard for human well-being.

The Sordid Reality of Urban Blight

Mumford's unflinching portrayal of urban blight is both sobering and
infuriating. He meticulously documents the squalor that has become
synonymous with inner-city life: dilapidated housing, overcrowded slums,
polluted air, and rampant crime. He reveals the insidious ways in which
industrial pollution and traffic congestion have poisoned the environment,
creating a constant threat to the health and well-being of urban dwellers.
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In particular, Mumford indicts the automobile industry for its relentless
promotion of cars and the unchecked sprawl that has resulted from
suburbanization. He argues that the automobile has become a symbol of
individual freedom but has ultimately enslaved cities, creating a
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dependency on cars that has made them virtually unlivable. The resulting
traffic congestion, pollution, and urban sprawl have destroyed the very
fabric of community life.

The Culprits: Corporate Greed and Government Neglect

Mumford places the blame for urban blight squarely on the shoulders of
corporate greed and government neglect. He argues that the unchecked
pursuit of profit has led corporations to externalize the costs of their
operations onto cities, polluting the environment and exploiting workers.
Meanwhile, governments have abdicated their responsibility to protect the
public interest, allowing corporations to run rampant and cities to decay.

Mumford's critique of corporate power is particularly scathing. He exposes
the ways in which corporations have manipulated zoning laws to their
advantage, creating vast industrial zones that have displaced residents and
destroyed neighborhoods. He also documents the pernicious influence of
corporate advertising, which has convinced consumers that the pursuit of
material wealth and consumption is the key to happiness.

A Call for Urban Renewal and Rejuvenation

Despite the grim picture he paints, Mumford ends "Abused City" on a note
of hope. He believes that cities can be redeemed through a combination of
bold urban renewal projects and fundamental changes in our values and
priorities. He calls for a comprehensive approach that includes revitalizing
inner-city neighborhoods, investing in public transportation, and reducing
our reliance on cars.

Mumford also emphasizes the importance of community empowerment and
civic engagement. He argues that citizens must take ownership of their



cities and work together to create a more just and sustainable urban
environment. By engaging in local politics, supporting community
organizations, and demanding accountability from elected officials, citizens
can reclaim their power and shape the future of their cities.

"Abused City" is a timeless masterpiece that remains relevant and essential
reading today. It is a searing indictment of the forces that have destroyed
cities and a powerful call for urban renewal and rejuvenation. Mumford's
insights are as profound as they are disturbing, and his unwavering
commitment to human well-being serves as an inspiration to all who care
about the future of our cities.

If you are concerned about the future of your city or are interested in urban
planning, "Abused City" is a must-read. It will challenge your assumptions,
ignite your anger, and ultimately inspire you to fight for a better urban
future.
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